
PROJECT OVERVIEW:

The Nickel Plate Heritage Railroad offers Nickel 
Plate Express railroad excursions and the Nickel 
Plate Railbikes experience. It also features two 
historic depots, one in Noblesville, Indiana and one 
in Arcadia, Indiana. Most of the 25,000 Nickel Plate 
Express passengers annually board from Hobbs 
Station, a beautifully restored small freight depot 
that serves as a welcome center with an adjacent 
restroom facility located in Forest Park just north 
of downtown Noblesville. There currently is little 
information on display at Hobbs Depot about the 
railroad, its contribution to central Indiana’s growth 
and its cultural impact. The Arcadia Depot, located 
about 8 miles north, does feature professionally 
researched and designed exhibits that explore more 
about the railroad and gas boom era that drove 
industrial growth during the late 1800s and early 
1900s. Funding from the MIBOR Community Impact 
Initiative supported the fabrication and installation 
of visually exciting outdoor interpretive exhibits on 
both the railroad platform and outside the depot 
gates so everyone from the casual visitor to the park 
to the ticket holder for a rail or rail bike excursion 
can better understand how the railroad shaped these 
communities and enrich their understanding of this 
important historic asset. 
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IMPACT METRICS:

•	 Creates Historic Preservation Opportunities

•	 Improves Quality of Life

•	 Creates Active, Vital Destinations

•	 Increases Programming

•	 Creates Distinctive, Attractive Communities 
with a Strong Sense of Place

•	 Creates a Comprehensive Signage Program

•	 Increases Tourism Opportunities

•	 Promotes Unique Visitor Experiences

•	 Provides Additional Amenities and Events to 
Attract New Visitors
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