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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

The Harrison Center’s Greatriarch Calendar is an
extension of its Greatriarch program, which honors
long-term residents of the Martindale-Brightwood
neighborhood. These “Greatriarchs” have helped
shape the community’s story and remind newcomers
that the neighborhood is rich with history and
culture.

Since 2018, the Harrison Center has painted portraits
of Greatriarchs, with large-scale reproductions
displayed along the 16th Street corridor. To broaden
the reach, the portraits are also featured in a free
annual calendar that has become a must-have across
Indianapolis—circulated to neighbors, community
leaders, city officials, and local businesses.

The 2026 calendar will feature twelve newly
commissioned portraits, designed by a Harrison
Center cultural entrepreneur intern specializing

in graphic design. In addition to showcasing
neighborhood stories, the project offers valuable
professional experience for interns while
strengthening the connection between art, culture,
and community.

By distributing 2,500 calendars free of charge,
the Harrison Center ensures that the stories of
Martindale-Brightwood’s residents are preserved,
celebrated, and shared widely—building stronger
connections across Indianapolis neighborhoods.

IMPACT METRICS:

e Improves Quality of Life

o Increases Opportunities for Historic
Preservation

. Promotes Cultural Opportunities

. Increases Community Engagement and
Participation

e Increases Access to Public Arts

. Fosters Distinctive, Attractive Communities with
a Strong Sense of Place




