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PROJECT OVERVIEW:

The Town of Cumberland brought local history to life
through a vibrant series of student-created murals

in its Historic District. The project installed three
large-scale murals on removable panels affixed to
key historic buildings, highlighting Cumberland’s rich
heritage and evolving connection to transportation—
from the National Road to the interurban railway and
mid-century Americana.

High school students from the town’s three school
districts—Warren, New Palestine, and Mt. Vernon—
designed and painted the murals, fostering unity
across the community while celebrating local stories.
Each mural also featured signage recognizing
students, schools, and funders, along with QR codes
linking to a self-guided history tour.

By combining public art, storytelling, and economic
development, the project created meaningful
spaces that invited residents and visitors to explore,
linger, and connect with Cumberland’s history,
strengthening both community identity and the
vibrancy of the downtown corridor.

IMPACT METRICS:

Improves Quality of Life

Creates Active, Vital Downtown Destinations
Promotes Community Engagement
Increases Access to Public Art

Enhances Small Town Quality of Place

Fosters Distinctive, Attractive Communities
with a Strong Sense of Place

o Increases Tourism Opportunities




